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French Eclectic with
Arts Crafts Features

INDIANEA"

VILLAGE

Built in 1899

Ds-lrnH

o s e s | Y@ for Mr. Henry A. Haigh

Architects. Chittenden & Kotting
5,092 square feet with Detached Garage
6 Bedrooms and 4 Bathrooms

ECLECTIC HOUSES

French Eclectic

1915-1945

IDENTIFVING FEATURES
Tall, steeply pitched hipped roof (occasionally gabied in towered subtype) without
dominant front-facing cross gable; eaves commonly flared upward at roof-wall junccian;
brick, stone, or stucco wall cladding, sometirnes with decorative half-timbering.

PRINCIPAL SUBTYPES
Thece principal subcypes can e recognized; each shows a great variety of decaifing and
wall materials:

SyampTRICAL—Tn this subtype, the massive hipped roof, normally with the ridge parallcling.
the front of the house, dominates a symmerrical facade with centered entry. Facade de-
tailing is usvally rather formal, inspired by smaller French manor houscs rather than
grand chateaus or modest farmhouses. Wings are frequendy added to the sides of the
main block.

ASYMMETRICAL—This is the most common subtype and includes both picturesque examples
based on rambling French farmhouses as weil as more formal houses similar to the sym-
metrical subtype, but with off-center doorways and asymmetrical facades.

ToweRED—This common subtype is immediately identifisble by the presence of a promi-
nent round tower with a high, conical roof, The tower generally houses the principal
doorway. Decorative half-timbering is particularly common in this subtype, which is
loosely patterned after similar farmhouses from the province of Normandy in northwest-
ern France; Eclectic builders often called these Norman Cottages.

VARIANTS AND DETAILS
Based upon precedents provided by many centuries of French domestic architecture, the
style shows great variety in form and detailing but is united by the characteristic roof.
(Only the Spanish Eclectic style, similarly based upon a long and complex architectural
tradition, approaches it in variety.) Tnformal domestic building in northwestern France
(particularly Normandy und Brittany) shares much with Medieval English tradition.
The use of half-timbering wich  variety of different wall materials, as well as roofs of Hat
tile, slatc, stone, or thatch, are common to both. As a result, French Feledtic houses ofien
restble the conteasporancous Tudor style bused on relted Baglih precedent. French
cxamples, however, normally lack the domi dstic of

[ Botectic Htonses: Freneh Felecic 1

the Tudor. Tn contrast to these generally informal, rural procorypes, many French Eclec-
tic bouses show forral Renaissance detailing resembling that of the English Georgian.

Doors in informal cxamples are usually set in simple arched openings; dvors in sym-
metrical and formal houses may be surrounded by scone quoins or more claborate Re-
naissance detailing (pilasters, pediments, ecc.). Windows may be cither double-hung or
casement sashes, the latter sometimes with small leaded panes. Fulldength casement
windaws with shutters (French doors) are sometimes used. Three distinctive types of
dormers are common

UL URRENCE
“This relatively uncommor. style is found throughout the country in Eclectic subarbs of
the 1gavs and '05. Out of fashion during the 19405 and "sos, a Neoeclectic emphasis on
French models has been gathering momencum since the 196os (see page 490).

COMMENTS
Many Americans served in France during World War I, and their firs-hand familiarity
with the prototypes probably helped popularize the style. In addition, 2 nummber of pho-
tographic studies of modest French houses were published in the 1108, giving architects
and builders many models w0 draw from. Pre-1g20 examples are rare and are usually of
the formal, symmetrical type. These were usually inspired by the earlier and more pre-
tentious Chateauesque ar Beaux Arts traditions
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