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From the Desk of the Inspector General
“A Few Good IGs”

In November, | attended the Association of Inspectors General (AlIG) 2024 Training
Conference in New Orleans, LA along with a couple of my staff. | first attended this
conference with former Inspector General James Heath 10 years ago on behalf of the
Office, shortly after the 2012 Charter created the OIG. We learned so much as a newly
minted Office of Inspector General. We were new to the work of “IGing”, and it was
amazing how large and robust this community was then and remains so today.
Detroit's OIG has participated nearly every year since, including hosting the
conference in 2015.

| know you are thinking what a fun place to attend a conference, but the days were
long, beginning at 8:00 a.m. and ending after 5:30 p.m., leaving little time or energy
for too much more than rest. Most of our time there was spent learning from, and
exchanging ideas with, the over 400 attendees at the event representing various
OIG's at the federal, state, military and local level. There were several sessions under
the conference's theme of the “Art of Oversight”. Each session gave practical or
nuanced information on how to improve how we carry out our oversight role.

Some sessions gave practical examples of the real-world challenges Offices of
Inspector Generals are facing, including an informative panel of IG’'s from the City of
Baltimore, Baltimore County, the City of Dallas, and the City of Atlanta. Though all
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the presentations were compelling, the report from Atlanta’s Inspector General

Shannon Manigault stood out because it was intense, current, and
unresolved. IG Manigault has faced unfair and disturbing actions since
releasing a report critical of someone with connections to elected officials
in the Atlanta City Government. IG Manigault simply did her job in
presenting a thorough and well-reasoned report. Almost immediately
following the release of that report, she and her office were subjected to a
rushed process that culminated in recommendations to the Atlanta City
Council that would strip the office of the very powers that make it an
Office of Inspector General.

Please forgive the adaptation of one of my favorite movies, as| am
shamelessly appropriating the villain Col. Nathan Jessup'’s (played

by Jack Nicholson) words after proclaiming Lt. Dan Kaffee (played by

Tom Cruise) can't handle the truth. He goes on to talk about walls needing
to be guarded by men with guns and everyone needing, and wanting,
Col. Jessup on that wall. My corny adaption goes like this... Deep down

in places you may or may not talk about at parties...you need IG's like
Shannon Manigault standing up on walls for honesty, integrity,
accountability, and standing against government fraud, abuse, waste, and
corruption. These are the words that we use to guide our ways as we do a
very difficult job for the citizens we serve.

| believe the citizens of Atlanta appreciate having an OIG, particularly after
dealing with the corruption and scandal that comes with its most recent
history. However, there are those who chose to operate in the very manner
that led to that corruption. | believe that “Good Government” is not
achievable without vigilant oversight and accountability. Atlanta's City
Council will decide in January what happens with the recommendations that would either neuter their “watchdog” or
support the government’s oversight that the Citizens of Atlanta needs. Please know that |, along with my office, stand
with IG Manigault and the Atlanta Office of Inspector General.

Atlanta's Inspector General
Shannon Manigault
Detroit’s Inspector General

Kamau Marable
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