
MONTHLY NEWSLETTERMONTHLY NEWSLETTEROCTOBER 2024OCTOBER 2024



We have received feedback from residentsWe have received feedback from residents
facing challenges in accessing full support fromfacing challenges in accessing full support from

the our city departments due to languagethe our city departments due to language
barriers. To enhance service accessibility for allbarriers. To enhance service accessibility for all
residents, regardless of their language, I haveresidents, regardless of their language, I have

directly requested that the Department ofdirectly requested that the Department of
Neighborhoods provide information on theNeighborhoods provide information on the

feasibility of adding language liaisons,feasibility of adding language liaisons,
specifically for Spanish and Arabic.specifically for Spanish and Arabic.  

I also requested information on any ongoing orI also requested information on any ongoing or
planned initiatives aimed at assisting our non-planned initiatives aimed at assisting our non-
English speaking residents. These insights willEnglish speaking residents. These insights will
be helpful as we strive to make our servicesbe helpful as we strive to make our services

more inclusive and accessible for all residents.more inclusive and accessible for all residents.

We have received the following information inWe have received the following information in
response to our memo requesting informationresponse to our memo requesting information

on the Hart Plaza restroom cleanliness.on the Hart Plaza restroom cleanliness.  

The public restrooms are accessible duringThe public restrooms are accessible during
events and should be consistentlyevents and should be consistently
monitored and cleaned.monitored and cleaned.  
There are designated individualsThere are designated individuals
responsible for handling complaintsresponsible for handling complaints
regarding restroom and porta johnregarding restroom and porta john
cleanliness during events.cleanliness during events.
GGuidelines specify that events require oneuidelines specify that events require one
porta john per 100 guests.porta john per 100 guests.  

The General Services Department assures thatThe General Services Department assures that
these facilities will receive the attention theythese facilities will receive the attention they

need so our residents can safely enjoy events.need so our residents can safely enjoy events.
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Q4 is here! Here are a few policy items currently under Council review.Q4 is here! Here are a few policy items currently under Council review.
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Council was recently introduced to the PILOTCouncil was recently introduced to the PILOT
Fast Track ordinance, which could be voted onFast Track ordinance, which could be voted on
as early as late October. This ordinance aimsas early as late October. This ordinance aims

to speed up the creation of affordableto speed up the creation of affordable
housing in Detroit. PILOT, or "Payment in Lieuhousing in Detroit. PILOT, or "Payment in Lieu

of Taxes," allows cities to replace propertyof Taxes," allows cities to replace property
taxes on affordable housing projects withtaxes on affordable housing projects with

smaller, fixed payments. This helpssmaller, fixed payments. This helps
developers finance new housing by offering adevelopers finance new housing by offering a
15-year tax break, with the option to renew15-year tax break, with the option to renew
for another 15 years, and reduces approvalfor another 15 years, and reduces approval
times from 8-10 months to just 1-2 months.times from 8-10 months to just 1-2 months.  

In order to qualify, In order to qualify, developers must commitdevelopers must commit
to offering affordable rents for 15 years, withto offering affordable rents for 15 years, with

tax cuts tied to the level of affordability.tax cuts tied to the level of affordability.

I submitted a memo requesting a statusI submitted a memo requesting a status
update on the implementation of theupdate on the implementation of the
Affordable Housing Development andAffordable Housing Development and

Preservation Fund.Preservation Fund.  

The response to my memo revealed thatThe response to my memo revealed that
eight projects have been approved by Cityeight projects have been approved by City
Council, totaling $6.4 million and 108 units,Council, totaling $6.4 million and 108 units,

while two additional projects are in finalwhile two additional projects are in final
underwriting, expected to secure anotherunderwriting, expected to secure another

$2.8 million for 274 units. As of October 2024,$2.8 million for 274 units. As of October 2024,
a total of $9,222,049.00 has been committeda total of $9,222,049.00 has been committed

to affordable housing projects, withto affordable housing projects, with
$3,017,878.00 already expended.$3,017,878.00 already expended.

RECENT MEMOSRECENT MEMOS
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I hosted a press conference to announce the latestI hosted a press conference to announce the latest
progress made by the Industry Standards Board.progress made by the Industry Standards Board.
One of the key updates was the launch of a newOne of the key updates was the launch of a new

surveysurvey, which is now live for arena workers., which is now live for arena workers.

This survey is designed to gather input directlyThis survey is designed to gather input directly
from workers to understand their experiences andfrom workers to understand their experiences and

identify areas where job quality, workingidentify areas where job quality, working
conditions, and overall satisfaction can beconditions, and overall satisfaction can be

improved. Their feedback is essential in helping usimproved. Their feedback is essential in helping us
shape policies that better support them andshape policies that better support them and

ensure fair standards in the industry.ensure fair standards in the industry.

TAKE PART:TAKE PART: If you are an arena worker, please visit If you are an arena worker, please visit
https://isbresearch.wayne.edu/https://isbresearch.wayne.edu/ to take the survey, to take the survey,

which takes about 10 minutes to complete.which takes about 10 minutes to complete.

In September, I joined one of our biggestIn September, I joined one of our biggest
transportation advocates, Mr. Michaeltransportation advocates, Mr. Michael

Cunningham, for a Cunningham, for a DDOT bus ride-alongDDOT bus ride-along through through
my district. We started at the Rosa Parks Transitmy district. We started at the Rosa Parks Transit

Center downtown, where we handed out busCenter downtown, where we handed out bus
passes and connected with residents, evenpasses and connected with residents, even

offering one person real-time help with theiroffering one person real-time help with their
emergency housing needs.emergency housing needs.  

Experiencing the bus system firsthand, like soExperiencing the bus system firsthand, like so
many of our residents do daily, gave me valuablemany of our residents do daily, gave me valuable

insight. I look forward to providing feedback toinsight. I look forward to providing feedback to
our departments on how we can improveour departments on how we can improve

transportation services and better meet thetransportation services and better meet the
needs of our community.needs of our community.  

BUS RIDE-ALONG WITHBUS RIDE-ALONG WITH
BROTHER CUNNINGHAMBROTHER CUNNINGHAM

Keeping Up with the PresidentKeeping Up with the President
INDUSTRY STANDARDSINDUSTRY STANDARDS

BOARD ANNOUNCEMENTBOARD ANNOUNCEMENT

https://isbresearch.wayne.edu/


I joined Henry Ford Health as they celebratedI joined Henry Ford Health as they celebrated
the groundbreaking of their Detroit Campusthe groundbreaking of their Detroit Campus

Expansion known as Expansion known as Destination: GrandDestination: Grand. The. The
project will be the single largest healthcareproject will be the single largest healthcare

investment in Detroit’s history.investment in Detroit’s history.

TThe project will feature a new state-of-the-arthe project will feature a new state-of-the-art
hospital facility with a 20-story patient tower,hospital facility with a 20-story patient tower,

an expanded emergency department, andan expanded emergency department, and
advanced rehabilitation services. Slated toadvanced rehabilitation services. Slated to

open in 2029, this expansion aims to enhanceopen in 2029, this expansion aims to enhance
healthcare accessibility and transform Newhealthcare accessibility and transform New

Center into a vibrant community hub.Center into a vibrant community hub.

One of the joys of life is seeingOne of the joys of life is seeing
a brighter future over the horizon come closera brighter future over the horizon come closer

and closer to view and, ultimately, into fruition.and closer to view and, ultimately, into fruition.
                                          

                                          — Council President Sheffield— Council President Sheffield  

Keeping Up with the PresidentKeeping Up with the President
HENRY FORD HEALTHHENRY FORD HEALTH
GROUNDBREAKINGGROUNDBREAKING

I hosted September’s I hosted September’s District 5 EveningDistrict 5 Evening
Community MeetingCommunity Meeting, where I shared Council's, where I shared Council's

progress and had the honor of presenting aprogress and had the honor of presenting a
Spirit of Detroit Award to Bryan Peckinpaugh forSpirit of Detroit Award to Bryan Peckinpaugh for

his tireless work with the Water and Seweragehis tireless work with the Water and Sewerage
Department. Additional thanks to all theDepartment. Additional thanks to all the

residents who attended the meeting.residents who attended the meeting.  

EVENING COMMUNITY MEETINGEVENING COMMUNITY MEETING



I had the honor of welcoming Sugah PleaseI had the honor of welcoming Sugah Please
to Downtown Detroit! Supported by ato Downtown Detroit! Supported by a

$45,000 Motor City Match grant, owner and$45,000 Motor City Match grant, owner and
native Detroiter Wendy Ringo adapted andnative Detroiter Wendy Ringo adapted and
refreshed her vision for the business whilerefreshed her vision for the business while

navigating the COVID-19 pandemic.navigating the COVID-19 pandemic.
Inspired by her family’s Southern roots,Inspired by her family’s Southern roots,

Sugah Please offers soulful breakfast andSugah Please offers soulful breakfast and
brunch dishes, decadent desserts, craftbrunch dishes, decadent desserts, craft
cocktails, and espresso-based drinks.cocktails, and espresso-based drinks.  

The restaurant also plans to partner withThe restaurant also plans to partner with
other Michigan- and Detroit-based suppliersother Michigan- and Detroit-based suppliers
to expand its menu offerings. With 12 staffto expand its menu offerings. With 12 staff
members, including 10 Detroit residents,members, including 10 Detroit residents,

Sugah Please is dedicated to creating jobsSugah Please is dedicated to creating jobs
and supporting the local economy as part ofand supporting the local economy as part of

the Motor City Match initiative.the Motor City Match initiative.

Keeping Up with the PresidentKeeping Up with the President

DREAMTROIT GRAND OPENINGDREAMTROIT GRAND OPENING
I attended the ribbon-cutting for Dreamtroit, a $30I attended the ribbon-cutting for Dreamtroit, a $30

million redevelopment project that transformedmillion redevelopment project that transformed
the historic Lincoln Motor Factory into a vibrantthe historic Lincoln Motor Factory into a vibrant

space featuring affordable housing, creativespace featuring affordable housing, creative
workspaces, and cultural hubs. workspaces, and cultural hubs. Developed byDeveloped by

Matthew Naimi and Oren Goldenberg, DreamtroitMatthew Naimi and Oren Goldenberg, Dreamtroit
encompasses 76 residential apartments, five officeencompasses 76 residential apartments, five office

units, and 38,000 square feet of retail andunits, and 38,000 square feet of retail and
entertainment space.entertainment space.

The project specifically addresses the pressingThe project specifically addresses the pressing
need for affordable housing, with 20% of the unitsneed for affordable housing, with 20% of the units
set at or below 50% AMI and 50% at or below 80%set at or below 50% AMI and 50% at or below 80%
AMI. This redevelopment exemplifies the potentialAMI. This redevelopment exemplifies the potential
of adaptive reuse in urban revitalization, bridgingof adaptive reuse in urban revitalization, bridging

the gap between Detroit's storied past and athe gap between Detroit's storied past and a
sustainable future for its diverse communities.sustainable future for its diverse communities.

With its mix of living, working, and cultural spaces,With its mix of living, working, and cultural spaces,
Dreamtroit is poised to make a lasting impact onDreamtroit is poised to make a lasting impact on

the neighborhood and beyond.the neighborhood and beyond.
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TAKE THE SURVEYTAKE THE SURVEY

https://waynestate.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eg48cElDcGndaB0
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The Old Western Market is back in Corktown! Recently celebrating its grand
opening, this vibrant marketplace offers a selection of local vendors featuring fresh

produce, delicious food, and unique products. With a mission to revive the
community spirit, it’s a perfect spot to explore and support local businesses. Stop by
Thursday through Saturday and experience the excitement of this historical revival!

Detroit Business SpotlightDetroit Business Spotlight

OLD WESTERN MARKET IS LOCATED AT 
2640 MICHIGAN AVE, DETROIT, MI 48216

OLD WESTERNOLD WESTERN
MARKETMARKET



MarySheffieldCityCouncilPresident

Keep up with me on Social Media!

@CouncilPresidentMarySheffield

@MsMarySheffield

STAY CONNECTEDSTAY CONNECTED

“To bring about change, you
must not be afraid to take the

first step. We will fail when
we fail to try."

— Rosa Parks

Need assistance?
Call my office at 313-224-4505

or
Email my office at CouncilMemberSheffield@detroitmi.gov

https://www.facebook.com/MarySheffieldCityCouncilPresident
https://www.instagram.com/councilpresidentmarysheffield/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/MsMarySheffield?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.ellevatenetwork.com/articles/7952-please-step-forward-claiming-your-place-as-a-leader
https://www.ellevatenetwork.com/articles/7952-please-step-forward-claiming-your-place-as-a-leader
mailto:john@example.com

