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Joe Louis Greenway is a proposed 27.5-mile pathway for walkers, 
joggers, and cyclists. The Framework Plan finalized the route of the 
greenway, which was largely based on feedback from residents at 57 
public meetings. the first phase of the construction is from Warren 
Avenue to Fullerton Avenue, approximately 3 miles, would start 
construction June of 2021 pending approval. Full construction of 
Phase 1 costs $30 Million and includes environmental remediation, 
new parks, community hub and security cameral network, walking and 
running paths, bike lanes, stormwater infrastructure, and street 
furniture. 

A common theme from residents at the public meetings was safety of 
the greenway. The Detroit Riverfront Conservancy, Detroit Police 
Department, and Integral Blue were consulted for camera models and 
locations. Installation of the camera surveillance technology is 
estimated at 1.43 Million. 

Installation of bike lanes will cost approximately $1.40 Million. 
Approximately 93% of the proposed bike lanes will be off street.

This meeting is in accordance with the City of Detroit Community 
Outreach Ordinance. This project is a Class A and C Proposal. 
Notification was sent 10 days in advance of the meeting. 
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1. Introductions
2. Framework Plan
3. Construction
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CITIZEN ADVISORY COUNCIL :
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District 2
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District 7
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Dearborn

Not Pictured
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13 Joe Louis 
Greenway Public 
Meetings

608

44 Additional 
Meetings and 
Events

AND ONGOING 
COMMUNITY 

ENGAGEMENT

Attendees at Joe 
Louis Greenway 
Public Meetings



The Greenway will:

• Enhance residents’ 
quality of life and 
promote community 
development

• Promote equality and 
equity

• Connect people and 
places

Photo: James Brown
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27.5 miles of pathway 
that provides a safe loop 
around the region and:

• Consists of new trails 
and on-street bike 
lanes

• Links to existing trails 
and an international 
pedestrian and bicycle 
crossing

• Connects Dearborn, 
Hamtramck, Highland 
Park, and five council 
districts
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CONSTRUCTION:

$30.0M TOTAL CONSTRUCTION

$1.43M CAMERA SURVEILLANCE 

$1.4OM BIKE LANES



Phase 1 will:

• Clean up blight, 
dumping, and 
contaminated areas

 Build on strong 
community partnerships

 Strengthen high-
vacancy neighborhoods

 Provide business and 
development 
opportunities
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Environmental cleanup 
required by the State 
(EGLE):

 Environmental 
assessment and 
analysis

 Removal and disposal 
of soil in some places

 12” cap of clean soil and 
restored landscape over 
entire Greenway

 New retaining walls in 
places support new cap 
and provide edge 
between industrial sites

Brightly colored fabric indicates contamination below
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Mowed 
edge

Low-growing 
meadow

Maintained 
visibility

Fence between adjacent properties
Lighting throughout corridor
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Paths for different users

Landscape + buffers Neighborhood 
connections

Stormwater management

19



October 29, 2020 / 20



October 29, 2020 / 21



October 29, 2020 / 22



23

Adjacent 
industrial 

uses

Shade trees 
planted 

throughout 
corridor

Mix of evergreen 
and shade trees 

to buffer 
industrial sites

Retaining wall and fence in select 
areas to screen adjacent uses

Rain 
garden

Rain gardens 
within meadow 

to be seeded 
with native 

plants

WESTFIELD 
STREET
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2021 Transportation Alternatives Program 
Grant Application
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Existing building now 
owned by the City, to be 
repurposed:
• Community space at 

the trailhead
• Greenway safety 

operations center
• Retail / commercial 

incubator space. 
Renovation will help 
stimulate development 
on Grand River.
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• Consulted with :
• Detroit Riverfront 

Conservancy,
• Detroit Police 

Department, and 
• Integral Blue

• Call boxes with 
cameras located ~250’ 
apart

• Cameras at entrances 
at road crossings

• Cameras in parking lots
lotsPhase 1 community survey response
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Call boxes



Site furnishings

Lighting

Identity + signage
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Call boxes











joelouisgreenway@detroitmi.gov
313-279-8248

joelouisgreenway.com for details

Follow us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/JoeLo
uisGreenwayy
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