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One year ago today, the City of Detroit was facing the closure 
of the GM Poletown Plant and the loss of 2,000 jobs



It brought back the painful memories of the sacrifice Detroit 
made moving out 4,000 residents in the 1980’s



National and international media immediately jumped on 
this new story of  Detroit’s decline



While others were publicly bashing GM, we started intense 
discussions to save the plant 



We worked hand in hand with UAW Leadership

UAW President Rory Gamble UAW VP Cindy Estrada

And Governor Whitmer

Governor Whitmer



In January GM announced a stunning reversal: Building its 
most advanced plant in the world at Poletown



For years, we were told auto plants 
would never come back to Detroit  



The site of tonight’s speech –
Was a largely abandoned industrial corridor in 2014 



In 2016, we landed one of the world’s largest parts makers –
Flex-N-Gate to build our first major plant in 25 years



The surprised national media called it “rare”



We kicked off the new development with a new process for 
Detroit:  community collaboration 



The Community Endorsed the Flex-N-Gate Plant

The Community Meeting Process

• Neighbors, Alkebu-lan Village, other 
stakeholders participated

• Flex-N-Gate committed to plan to 
recruit Detroiters for the jobs

• Truck traffic was diverted away from 
residences

• Flex-N-Gate property tax abatement -
Flex-N-Gate still paying City $40 million 
in taxes over 30 years



And when Flex-N-Gate began its hiring of the first 500,
16,000 people applied



The plant today has 600 employees – nearly 60% Detroiters
Here on the site of that empty field



5,000 Jobs Coming With Ford’s Renovation of Train 
Station and Corktown Campus



New Jobs in the Tech Industry



In the apparel industry



In the hospitality industry



And the Construction Industry



As Detroit is seeing growth rate not seen in decades, we are 
studying what happened in other communities, like Brooklyn



And in Washington DC, where rapid gentrification 
forced out  many long-time Black residents.
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Charity Dean
Dir. Civil Right, Inclusion 

&Opportunity

Boysie Jackson
Dir. Office of Contracting 

& Procurement

Arthur Jemison
Group Exec. For Planning, 
Housing & Development

Kevin Johnson
President & CEO, Detroit 
Economic Growth Corp.

Kaiwan Bowman
Exec. Director, Planning, 
Housing & Development

Denise Starr
Director of Human 

Resources

Nicole Sherard-Freeman
Exec. Dir,  Workforce 

Development & Detroit at Work

Donald Rencher
Director of Housing & 

Revitalization

Lawrence Garcia
Corporation Counsel

Our strategy is being driven by the Detroit Equity Council –
9 Cabinet Members who constantly assess if Detroiters are benefiting  

fairly from this recovery 



We believe building a vibrant and equitable Detroit 
depends on the answers to at least 7 questions:

1) How do we stop Detroiters from being gouged in car insurance rates?
2) Do Detroit entrepreneurs get a real chance at business success?
3) As new people move in, are we protecting housing affordability for those 

who never left?
4) Are our children getting true education and recreation?
5) As companies return to Detroit, who gets the jobs?
6) In DPD – who makes up the growing police force?
7)   As some neighborhoods come back, are others left behind?



On July 2nd, we can finally start to address the gouging of 
Detroit and Michigan by outrageous car insurance



2020 Average Cost to Insure Car Here Is Ridiculous

Detroit $4100
Michigan $2611
Illinois $1296
Indiana $1181
Ohio $1175
Wisconsin $  951



6 Month Cost: $2,331

Full Year Cost:    $4,662

A Detroit Driver with a good driving 
record for a 2015 Ford Focus



What makes up the bill?

Total 6 Mo. Cost: $2,331

Collision                  $   600   26%
Comprehensive (Theft)   $   200     9%
Passengers/MCCA $  381    16%
Personal Injury Protection 
(Medical)                           $1,150    49%      



We know why the medical costs are so high:
1972 statute let doctors and hospitals set own rates 

CT Scan

MRI

$262

$484

Medicare Commercial Ins. No Fault

$419

$770

$1,821

$3,259



It’s been a 5 year war in Lansing to reduce Detroit’s car insurance  

2015 Introduced D-Insurance to let Detroit start our own    
auto insurance company.    
Died on Senate Floor.

2017 Introduced Driver’s Choice:  Guaranteed 20% rate cut 
for everyone in Michigan.  
Defeated on House Floor.

2018 Sued the State of Michigan in federal court for  
excessive insurance rates.  
We started to have success.



In the first hearing, federal judge called no fault law “shameful”
Made it clear Lansing had to act.



Governor Whitmer Joined with Speaker Lee Chatfield and 
Majority Leader Mike Shirkey to pass Senate Bill 1



So do you automatically get a rate cut July 2nd?
Not if you don’t act.

The new law takes effect July 2nd –
Some rate cuts effective July, 2020 and more in July, 2021

This July 2nd, the biggest rate cuts will be for people 
who have health insurance that covers accidents



Do you have Medicare?

Insurance Commission Rules aren’t out yet, 
but we expect card should be enough

In 49 other states people can use their Medicare coverage for car 
accidents and don’t have to pay a second time with their car insurance



Does your employer health care cover 
medical costs for car accidents?

You’ll need documentation from employer/health insurance company 
and provide it to your car insurance company.

You can insist on the change July 2nd – even if your policy runs longer 
than that.



Total 6 Mo. Cost: $2,331

Collision                  $   600   26%
Theft (Comprehensive) $   200     9%
Personal Injury 
Protection (Medical) $1,150    49%      
Other $    381   16%

How much will you save?
You could potentially reduce or eliminate your PIP payment



I will host a series of 8 town halls in March and April 
to help you get ready for July 2nd decisions



For the 9,000 Active Employees and Your Dependents, 
the City of Detroit will cover your health care for accidents!



State Rep. Wendell Byrd State Rep. Tenisha Yancey State Rep. Joe Tate State Rep. Tyrone Carter

State Rep. Karen Whitsett State Rep Leslie Love State Rep Latonya Garrett

Thank you to the 7 Detroit  State Representatives 
who voted to pass House Bill 4397



Sen. Marshall 
Bullock

Sen. Adam Hollier Sen. Sylvia Santana

Sen. Stephanie Chang Sen. Betty Jean Alexander

And thanks to all 5 Detroit State Senators who 
fought for the No Fault Reform Bill !



As new businesses start up, do Detroiters get a 
real opportunity at success?

All across the country, Entrepreneurs of Color 
face real obstacles to success



Can Detroit level the playing field on access to capital?
Motor City Match: $8 million in awards to business start ups



105 Motor City Match Businesses Have Opened Across Detroit
83% Are Minority Owned: Motorcitymatch.com



We recruited JP Morgan Chase and Kellogg Foundation 
to lead $18 Million Entrepreneur of Color Fund



Another 75 Minority Owned Companies have opened 
or expanded with $9 Million in loans

$9 Million in Loan Funds Available for Minority Companies
Detroitdevelopmentfund.com



Equity for Neighborhoods: 
Can we open new businesses outside of Downtown/Midtown?



Strategic Neighborhood Fund: $35 Million 
from 7 major Detroit corporations only for neighborhoods



Communities Like Royal Oak and Birmingham have great 
commercial shopping districts



Can we create great business districts built by Detroiters?
We Decided to Start on Livernois on the Avenue of Fashion



Neighbors selected new street design:
No median, wider sidewalks, 3 driving lanes, more landscaping



The Massive $17 Million Street Rebuild 
Caused Real Disruption



City supported businesses with TV and Radio Ads, 
Free Shuttles – partnering with Councilman Roy McAlister



So as we finished, is the new commercial district succeeding?



Fame Brown opened Three Thirteen Clothing last spring



And Roger Hooper opened Hooper’s Place Menswear in March



Chef Omar Opened Table No. 2 in April



Jack and Taylor Jones opened Lighthouse Christian Stores in April



Joe David opened The Broadway in July



Dawn Sanford opened Shears & Shaves in August



Fame Brown opened 313 Shoe Doctor opened in September



Kimyana Reece opened ConverZations
Banquet Facility in September



Curtis Johnson opened A Woman’s Touch Clothing in September 



Dhafir Hasan and Charles Micheaux
opened Krispy Addicts Clothing  in November 

Charles Micheaux, co-owner



Derrick & Ladonna Reynolds opened Good Times in November 



Sevyn Jones returned home to open Skin Bar VII in November



Al Bartell’s Times Square Opened In December



And the closed B. Siegel Building…



Will be opening this spring by Matt Hessler



Shayna Whiteside will be 
opening Amora Luxe Hair in the building



Chef Kelly McBride and Ron Bartell will be opening 
Petty Cash Restaurant this spring



They will join many longstanding Livernois businesses



When Al Bartell’s Red Door Ladies Shoes opened Sunday it was the 
16th new business opened since 2019 -

15 of them black owned



So are we succeeding in building a successful Detroit corridor? 
This was Livernois last Friday Night



We’ll try to replicate the neighborhood success on the 
newly completed Bagley streetscape in Mexicantown



On the project now underway on Grand River



On Kercheval near Van Dyke



And on West McNichols



Some projects need tax abatement in order to be possible 
– otherwise the jobs would go to other cities or states.

This Vacant City Land was 
generating $0 in taxes and 0 jobs

The Flex-N-Gate plant got a tax break 
And is still paying $40 million in taxes 

and providing 600 jobs

For 30 years the Train Station paid 
almost no taxes and generated 0 jobs

Ford got a tax break –
And is still paying $300 million in taxes 

and providing 5000 jobs



Every project, big or small, is evaluated on need for a break
On West McNichols, these abandoned buildings have a huge need.



Marcus Jones wants to bring a 22 employee full sit down 
restaurant to this boarded up stretch of McNichols



But after 10 years of vacancy, there’s nothing left inside
Recommending to Council a tax abatement for the project



So he can open this beautiful restaurant later this year, and 
spur development for the McNichols neighborhood 



Equity: Making sure Detroiters get every chance at city contracts
We announced a fair for potential new blight contractors



Brian McKinney, a native Detroiter working 
in construction in Houston, flew home for the fair



He quit his job in Texas to come home and become his own boss.  
He opened his company, Gayanga, and started winning small bids.



3 years later, Gayanga has achieved great success: 
45 full-time employees – 85% are Detroiters!



We need to demand the same equity in another area:
Marijuana retail stores in the City of Detroit



Marijuana was legalized by voters of Michigan and 
Detroit in November 2018

City of Detroit November 2018 Election Results

Proposal 1 – Legalization of Marijuana
Yes 130,039 69%
No 58,263 31%



What’s the situation in Detroit today?

• 40 Medical Marijuana dispensaries now legally operating.
• Only 4 are owned by Detroiters – 90% live outside the city.
• 90% of suburbs are refusing to allow marijuana shops in their cities.
• Detroit has to decide whether approve recreational shops here.
• Applicants for new licenses are largely outside Detroit or Michigan.

Councilman James Tate has led on this issue



An enormous amount of wealth will be created in Detroit  –
Detroiters should get a fair share of that new wealth

Councilman Tate and I are in agreement on four principles of equity:
1) Detroit voters approved marijuana and should be able to 

purchase it in the city.
2) Everyone now operating under a medical marijuana license can 

keep that license – no one will lose what they have.
3) For all retail licenses going forward, 50% of all future licenses will 

be awarded to Detroiters.
4) This applies to all future licenses for medical marijuana, 

recreational marijuana, and marijuana microbusinesses.



As new people move in, how will we protect 
housing affordability for those who never left?

For cities that failed to prepare, people of low income have 
been forced to the streets

San Francisco



Denver, Colorado
Rising housing costs are a critical issue nationally



Austin, Texas



Rochester, New York



Miami, Florida



Portland, Oregon



In Detroit, we had 10,000 affordable housing units at risk –
Expiring federal tax credits meant lower income residents could be out 

1) We created an affordable housing lending fund – and 
raised $25 million from philanthropy.  

2) We’ve already preserved 4,000 affordable units for an 
average of 20 years.  On our way to preserve all 10,000. 

3) We’ve built 900 new affordable units and will reach 
2,000 by 2024.

4) All new units with city subsidies build 20% affordable –
Council Member Mary Sheffield has been a great 
partner in this initiative.



147 Units at Restoration Towers
Affordability preserved through 2062





350 Units at Parkview Tower & Square
Affordability preserved through 2036





96 Units at Northlawn Apartments
Affordability preserved through 2070





232 Units at Central Towers
Affordability preserved through 2035





200 Units at Van Dyke Center
Affordability preserved through 2036





151 units at Morton Manor
Affordability preserved through 2033





80 units at Pablo Davis
Affordability preserved through 2065





165 units at Kamper Stevens
Affordability preserved through 2032





236 Units at Cathedral Tower
Affordability preserved through 2065





53 Units at University Meadows
Affordability preserved through 2065





74 units at Ryan Court Apartments
Affordability preserved through 2038





17 Units at Hartford Village
New units built





54 units at City Modern
New units built





46 units at Parker Durand
New units under construction





19 units at Transfiguration
Construction starts in Spring





36 Units at Gratiot Central Commons
New units built





26 units at Saint Rita
New units built





61 units at Woodbridge Estates
New units built





12 units at Marlborough St. Apartments
Under construction





56 units at cots Peterboro Arms
New units built



4,000 Units Preserved
900 New Units Constructed

2,000 More Expected
in 2020



More Affordable Housing:
Detroit Land Bank Rehabs   



9,000 houses saved from demolition 
have been renovated across Detroit



We have great partners like Pastor Arric Wilkerson and 
Up From the World Church on Puritan



Pastor Wilkerson looked down Santa Rosa and 
saw two dozen abandoned houses



So he started buying them



And then began fixing them up and renting them to 
Congregation members for $500 a month



He has now completely renovated 25 homes 



Restoring an entire neighborhood



If we’re going to keep people in their homes, 
we must prevent foreclosures

Thank You to United Community Housing 
Coalition and the 42 Agencies who have 

teamed with us to successfully fight 
foreclosures for the last 6 years 



Home Sale Prices in Detroit dropped 60% from 2009 to 2010 
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The History of Detroit Assessments



2010 Assessor’s Values for Property Taxes Were Not Reduced Enough 
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2011: Assessor’s Values in Detroit Dropped, 
but Home Prices Fell Faster 
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In 2010-2011, tax appeals exploded across the state because 
communities didn’t reduce assessments fast enough



In 2012, Detroit still didn’t drop fast enough.
5,000 Detroit homeowners had successfully appealed.
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“We found that the Division’s 
assessing operations are inefficient, 
ineffective, and lacking…”

Detroit Auditor General Report   
September 10, 2012



In 2013, the Problem Continued:
Central Issue in the 2013 Mayoral Campaign
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More than 6,000 Detroiters 
had successfully appealed 
their assessments.



In January 2014, Detroit Cut Tax Assessments 22%

“Many of these 
assessments have not 
been fair.  In the worst 
cases, they have forced 
people from their homes.  
This realignment of tax 
assessments is long 
overdue.”

Mayor Mike Duggan
January 27, 2014



In 2014, City Assessor’s Average Dropped Below Home Prices 
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Detroit Home Sale Prices Have Climbed Above Assessor’s Value Since 
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Where Did The Property Tax Payments Go?

Public Schools 43%
City of Detroit 37%
Wayne County 10%
Others (WCCC) 10%



Today Detroit home sale prices well above assessor’s average –
Homeowners should always compare their house to the average 
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The City faced a crisis in 2015 –
Wayne County foreclosed on 5,800 owner-occupied homes



Successfully led effort in Lansing to pass House Bill 5882 –
Allowed homeowners to stay in home with 10% down payment



15,000 Detroiters enrolled in payment plans and avoided 
foreclosure the first year



City partnered with dozens of community groups to go    
door-to-door to help those at risk of losing their homes 



In 2016, Quicken Loans Community Fund supported renters program  
More than 1,000 Renters have now bought their homes



In 2017, Land Bank launched Home Again –
800 occupants of foreclosed houses bought them back for $1000



How have the foreclosure efforts worked?

Owner Occupied Houses Foreclosed in Detroit
2015 5,810
2016 3,543
2017 786
2018 387
2019 357     - 94% 

Total foreclosures of occupied houses down 94% 



More foreclosure prevention help in 2020 –
City extended poverty exemption to higher income

You may be eligible for full or partial 
exemption from property taxes if:

• Individual making less than $22,357
• Family of four making less than $31,930
• If you file request for exemption by 

March 28, Treasurer will stop 
foreclosure process.  



Those with poverty exemption get interest and penalties waived 
under new PAYS legislation passed in Lansing last week 

Sponsored by Representative Wendell Byrd
Supported by County Exec Warren Evans

Special Thank You to Council Member 
Janee Ayers for Lansing Testimony



Go to Detroitmi.gov for assistance with
property taxes – Let’s help keep you in your home



Detroit Promise:  Detroit was first major city to guarantee 
college tuition to all Detroit high school graduates grads

How do our children get fair educational and 
recreational opportunities?



And now Wayne State is offering free tuition to all 
accepted Detroit students



More 1,400 Detroiters are attending college with 
scholarship funds from Detroit Promise

A Detroit resident graduating from any
High School in Detroit is eligible:

• 2-year scholarship for anyone 
accepted by a community college. 

• 4-year university scholarships for 
those with 3.0 GPA and 21 on ACT. 

Apply online at Detroitpromise.com 
or call 313-596-0478



Stephen Ross is donating $100 Million to build a Michigan 
graduate school in Detroit on land donated by Dan Gilbert



We will make sure Detroit children and DPSCD benefit immediately. 
Working with CEO Warren Evans for school partnerships and 

summer camps as children have today in Ann Arbor 



The single biggest advantage we can give our children 
is full day pre-k for all 4 year olds 



Grow Detroit’s Young Talent:  
8,200 Young People Were Employed Last Summer



Sign up for the summer right now at GDYT.ORG



Keeping our children safe –
Doubling Detroit’s Animal Control Enforcement



Detroit Animal Control Dedicated Number: 
313-922-DOGS

• Now have 7 Day/Week Patrols
7:00am – 7:00pm

• 24/7 emergency response
• Doubled the number of Animal Control 

Officers and Investigators 
• Doubling the size of the animal shelter 
• Council President Brenda Jones led 

adoption of tougher ordinance with 
classification: “Reckless Dog Owner”

Expanded Detroit Animal Shelter



Keeping our children safe in the streets:
Installed 400 speed humps since 2018.



We will be installing 800 more in the next two 
years, covering all Detroit schools and parks.



Rebuilding City Parks 
Remember in 2013 When Parks Were Closed Across City? 



Detroit’s Goal: Every Detroit child should be able to 
walk or bike to 1st Class park in 10 minutes 



Southwest’s Detroit’s Sak Park looked like this
Now it looks like this 



Viola Liuzzo Park had been neglected for years
Now it looks like this 



Littlefield Park had been abandoned
With the help of the Pistons, it’s been rebuilt



The Pavilion Area of Riverside Park looked like this
Now it looks like this



Riverside Park looked like this
The new park looks like this



So what about summer recreation for our children?
Since the 1980’s, Detroit closed more than 20 rec centers



Leaving only 12 recreation centers for our children 



In 2017, we partnered with DPS to add 12 more centers 



Bringing us to 24 Summer Recreation Centers
It was still not enough



There are churches all across Detroit with underused 
gym/recreation space



So we put out a call to our churches for this summer -
And 13 signed up!



37 Recreation Centers Open this Summer
from June 15th-August 24th,   M-F 8 AM – 6 PM



On public safety, we need to continue to get DPD more support



Ofc. Rasheen McClain
12th Precinct
Badge #4120

End of Watch
November 20, 2019

Partner:
Philippe Batoum-Bisse

IN MEMORY OF OUR FALLEN HERO



We’ve had initiatives and partnerships that have 
brought some successes

• Nearly 700 Greenlight Locations have cut city carjackings 50%
• County Executive Evans, Sheriff Napoleon, Prosecutor Worthy 

have joined in a successful fugitive apprehension effort
• U.S Attorney Matthew Schneider and feds provide major 

assistance in Project Ceasefire and gun prosecutions



Our goal: hire 400 more police officers over the next year
Our equity question: who will make up our police force?



We have been rebuilding DPD since we left bankruptcy –
increasing staff and pay

Budgeted DPD Positions
2014 2,969
2017  3,115
2019  3,337       +368

PO Starting Salary
2014 $29,352
2017  $35,900
2019 $40,700
2020 $42,000



If you’re not sure you’re ready to jump into a 6 month 
police academy, we’ve created new cadet classification



So whether you want to go right to the academy 
or begin as a cadet, go to joindetroitblue.org



Detroit will not be treated fairly for the next 
10 years if we’re not counted in the census

• The Federal Government allocates 
$675 Billion in 132 programs based 
on census count.

• Funding for Medicaid, School 
Lunches, Special Ed Funding, Police 
and Fire

• In 2010, Detroit had the worst 
census return rate of any city in 
America.

• Undercount cost our community at 
least $300 million in last decade.



Your census information is confidential for 72 years –
Federal crime to release it to any other agency before 2092 

• Census forms will be out in March
• 10 questions will take less than 10 minutes
• It does not matter what your Driver’s 

License says:  Please fill out your census 
where you regularly eat and sleep. 



Finally – Special Thank You to Vezzo, Kash Doll and the 
Detroit Complete Count Committee



As companies return to Detroit, who gets the jobs?
Since 2014,  Detroit Unemployment Rate has dropped from 18% to 7.7% 



Can we build a city where there is a job for every 
Detroiter who wants one?

Half of these jobs require post-high school training
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1. Career Center – E. Seven 
Mile                           14117 E. 
Seven Mile Detroit, 48205

2. Career Center – Meyers              
18100 Meyers                    
Detroit, 48235

3. Career Center – W. 
McNichols
24424 W. McNichols Detroit, 
48219

4. Career Center – Michigan 
Ave                              9301 
Michigan Ave. Detroit, 48210

5. Career Center – West 
Warren                     16427 W. 
Warren    Detroit, 48228

6. Career Center –Collingwood              
2470 Collingwood    Detroit, 
48206

7. Career Center – Bagley 2835 
Bagley            Detroit, 48216

8. Career Center – Conner                    
5555 Conner               Detroit, 
48213

So how do we support Detroiters to fill these jobs?
8 Detroit at Work Career Centers Now Open



Providing training in 28 different fields that are now hiring



Want to work at Henry Ford’s new Cancer Center?

Henry Ford Cancer Center
2800 West Grand Boulevard



Or the 200 Jobs in Ciena’s new nursing home?



We have great health care training programs



Looking for a job in the tech industry?



Or in hospitality in the new hotels and restaurants?



We have those training programs too



Want to Work as a Detroit Firefighter?
First on scene as medical responders 10,000 times in 2018

Next class this summer



The Construction Industry?



We’re running pre-apprenticeship training now



4 major unions have now committed that a minimum 
of 25% of their apprenticeship classes are Detroiters

Council President Brenda Jones 
has led Skilled Trade Task Force

Carpenters and Millwrights
Plumbers Local 98 
International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers 58
Laborers Local 1191



The Carpenters and Millwrights are building a 
150,000 sq ft training center on I-96 in Detroit

Their Goal is to train more than 1,000 a year in Detroit



Want one of the 5,000 jobs at the new FCA Plant?
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For the first 2500 jobs, we held job fairs for Detroiters last year
3500 Detroiters have already passed tests and being interviewed

Councilman Andre Spivey has been a leader in recruitment 



FCA has now started the process of hiring the next 2500 
Detroit At Work is recruiting Detroiters to fill those too



Need Your GED?
Detroit at Work will be partnering with DPS to offer classes 



Concerned About Language Barriers?
We support you in Spanish, Arabic, and Bengali



Need a criminal record expunged?
The City of Detroit will be your lawyer

Council Member 
Janee Ayers has 
led the Returning 
Citizen Task Force



25,000 more Detroiters are working today 
than 6 years ago



We’re committed to building a Detroit with a job for everyone:
Detroitatwork.com



Can we build a city that is blight free –
Where no neighborhood is left behind?

In too many neighborhoods, you can look down one block and see this



And turn the other direction and see this



We had extraordinary success in Washington –
Won $265 million in federal demolition grants from 2014-2018



Federal money allowed Detroit to demolish 21,000 buildings 
since 2014:  the most successful demolition effort in the U.S. 



But we still have 17,000 to go



Blight Removal Isn’t Just Demolition
We’ve saved 9,000 houses from demolition by renovation



16140 Tuller
Before Today



16230 Lilac
Before Today



16770 Tuller
Before Today



We have 8,000 more that can still be saved and 
renovated if we act now 



We know our speed of demolition has brought problems
But working together we can solve them.



Neighborhoods like this have been left behind by 
Detroit’s city leaders…



Since Jerry Cavanagh and City Council promised 
to remove blight from Detroit 

1965 
…in 1965! 


