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Milwaukee Junction Redevelopment Opportunity 

Approx. 61,000 sq. ft. Warehouse Buildings on 2.59 ac. 
 

222/224/234 Piquette  
Detroit, Michigan 48202 
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    Property Overview 

 

In partnership with the Detroit Building Authority, (“DBA”), the City of 

Detroit’s Housing and Revitalization Department (“HRD”) and Planning and 

Development Department (“PDD”) seek a developer to design, rehab, and/

or construct a commercial development in the heart of the Milwaukee 

Junction neighborhood.  The site consists of approximately 61,000 sq. ft. of 

warehouse buildings on 2.59 acres at 222/224/234 Piquette.  There are two 

buildings on the site.  The eastern building formerly housed the Autocar 

Service Building and is approximately 41,729 sq. ft.  The western building is 

approximately 19,149 sq. ft.   

 

The property is generally bounded by Piquette to the north, Harper to the 

south, John R to the west, and Brush to the east.  The site has access to 

major expressways, including M-10, I-75, and I-94. The area is also served 

by multiple transit options, including DDOT bus service, the Q Line 

streetcar, and a commuter rail station at Woodward and Baltimore.  This 

development opportunity is located in close proximity to the Ford Piquette 

Plant, Wayne State University, Henry Ford Health System, College for 

Creative Studies, Tech Town, and the Q Line.   

 

The City of Detroit seeks proposals for a development that will build upon 

the inherent strengths of the site and the history of Milwaukee Junction. 

 

Background 

Located within Milwaukee Junction’s Piquette Avenue Industrial Historical 

District (on the National Register of Historic Places), the site was central to 

the automotive manufacturing industry in the early 1900s (see more details 

in Attachment B).  The eastern building on the site was the Autocar Service 

Building, an early auto manufacturer, and is a contributing resource to the 

historic district.  More recently, the two buildings on the site were used as 

warehouses.   

 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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    Property Overview 

 

Rehabilitation work at the Autocar Service Building, if done in accordance 

with National Park Service standards, may be eligible for Federal Historic 

Tax Credits. The use of any federal or state funding sources to support the 

project will require approval by the State Historic Preservation Office.    

 

Formerly an area with mostly industrial uses, the area now has a mix of 

creative enterprise, industrial, and residential uses, including new lofts, 

restaurants, design firms, art galleries, and offices. Recent and upcoming 

investment activity in the area includes the $20M, 101,000 sq.ft. mixed use 

development by Method Development, the $16M Chroma project, and the 

$7.5M Baltimore Station project.  The site is ideally located within walking 

distance of TechTown, and centrally located between Midtown and the 

New Center area. 

 

Desired Development Program 

The intent of this marketing effort is to retain a developer for the 

acquisition and development of a high-quality and contextually appropriate 

commercial or mixed-use project.  

 

The site is zoned M-2, Restricted Industrial District. Respondents are 

encouraged to propose creative development scenarios that are financially 

feasible, responsive to market conditions, and consider the adaptive reuse 

of historic structures.  

 

The City requests submissions that create jobs and incorporate commercial 

programming such as a restaurant, office, event venue, retail space, or 

innovation hub. Mixed use proposals that include a residential component 

will also be considered. The City will work with the Developer to re-zone 

the site if needed. 

 
 

(Continued on Next Page) 



7700 Second St., Suite 300 Detroit, MI 48202 | 313-872-1300 | www.summitcommercialllc.com 

3 

 
 

      
    Property Overview  

 

Guiding Development and Design Principles 

The City of Detroit is committed to advancing design excellence in all 

projects, which will produce equity, sustainability, resilience, and healthy 

living for those who live, work, and play within and around project areas. 

Accordingly, proposals shall exhibit walkable urban design principles; and 

sustainable neighborhood development strategies that may include the 

incorporation of multiple uses through the adaptive reuse of existing 

historic buildings (Autocar Service Building) and/or new construction. 

Proposals for new construction shall be composed of building typologies 

that are appropriate for the neighborhood and are designed with a variety 

of architectural expressions.  Whether adaptively reusing an existing 

structure or proposing new construction, project proposals shall be rooted 

in and considerate of the history and context of the surrounding 

neighborhood.  

  

Successful proposals for the adaptive reuse of existing structures and/or 

new building construction will adhere to the following guiding design 

principles for redevelopment of the Property:  

  

Reinforce the Public Realm  

1. Buildings should define the public space of a street or park in a 

meaningful way.  

2. Mixed-use structures should be designed in such a way as to allow 

observation of the street.  

3. Buildings generally should have minimal front lot line setbacks. Well-

designed, varying setbacks (discontinuous with the lot frontage) will break 

up blocks and provide relief for the pedestrian.  

4. The built environment should provide interesting building typologies 

with varied architectural expressions, and should be designed to 

complement the community. 

 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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Sustainable and Equitable Development  

1.  If proposing residential, provide a diverse residential stock and density 

at a variety of price points, ownership types (i.e., rent, own), housing types 

(i.e., lofts, flats, apartments), and a minimum balance of 80% market rate 

and 20% affordable units.  

2. Densities shall support opportunities for neighborhood commercial 

investment and jobs creation, especially for Detroit-based and minority- 

and women-owned businesses, thereby stimulating and supporting growth 

in the local economy.   

3. Design for environmental sustainability - both in the natural (i.e., wet 

lands, natural plant species) and built environment (i.e., reuse/retrofitting 

of existing structures, storm water mitigation, LED lighting, renewable 

energies).  

  

Parking  

1.  Minimize land surface area dedicated to parking in order to maximize 

the site for development.  

2. Parking shall not be designed fronting a street without sufficient 

screening and buffering, subject to the approval of the Planning and 

Development Department. Furthermore, parking shall be buffered with 

screening, buildings, or landscape.  

3. Parking lots shall be screened from upper unit views with trees or 

trellises.  

4. Vehicular access should be located so as to minimize, if not avoid, 

conflicts with the pedestrian, utilizing alleys where possible.  

5. Bicycle parking should be located so as to minimize, if not avoid, conflicts 

with pedestrians, utilizing alleys and adequate shelter where possible. 
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    Bid Information 

Submission Process and Timeline 

Key Dates: 

January 15, 2020: Marketing open 

January 22 (11am-12pm) and January 28 (10am-11am), 2020: Tours of site  

March 20, 2020: Response deadline   

 

Response Requirements 

Please include the following in the acquisition and development proposal: 

1. Letter of intent, including a narrative of the respondent’s approach to 

the development of the site and the overall programming. 

2. Possible tenants and jobs created (construction and programming). 

*Special consideration will be given to submissions that include Detroit-

based businesses and minority- and women-owned businesses.  

3. Schematic site plan that clearly shows proposed rehabilitation, 

demolition, and/or new construction components. 

4. Preliminary project schedule, including start and completion dates and 

other key dates such as milestones for community engagement and 

securing financing and any required entitlements. 

5. Development sources and uses, including specific public sources, 

subsidies, abatements, or incentives required, and a bid price for the 

property.  

*Special consideration will be given to submissions that include letters of 

interest, intent, commitment, etc. from lenders and financial institutions. 

6. History and overview of the respondent’s business or organization, 

including examples of prior project experience, particularly those similar 

in size and characteristics to this opportunity.  

7. Chart or table outlining members of the development team and their 

roles and responsibilities.  

 

 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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    Bid Information 

Directions for Submissions  

To be considered, all proposals must be received by 5:00 P.M. EST on 

March 20, 2020. Submissions may be made electronically in an 8.5x11 

(plans no larger than 11x17) PDF format via email to 

parker@summitcommercialllc.com. Submissions should not exceed 30 

pages.  

 

Once received by HRD, submissions will not be returned. Formal 

communication, such as requests for clarification and/or information 

concerning this solicitation shall be submitted by email to 

parker@summitcommercialllc.com.  

mailto:parker@summitcommercialllc.com
mailto:parker@summitcommercialllc.com
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    Property Description 

 
Location:      Piquette and Brush 
Address:      222/224/234 Piquette  
County:         Wayne 
Zoning:          M2 
Warehouse Buildings:    Approx. 61,000 sq. ft. (Approx.  
       41,729 sq. ft. and 19,149 sq. ft)  
Land:       Approx. 112,820 sq. ft (2.59  
       acres)     
Asking Price:      $2.34 Million  
       - Building 1 = $30/sq.ft. 
       - Building 2 = $40/sq.ft. 
       - Remaining Land = $15/sq.ft. 
Offer Due Date:     March 20, 2020 
 
Property Features: 

• Located on the Historic Piquette Street in Milwaukee Junction 
• As is, Where is 
• Close Proximity to M-10, I-75, and I-94  
• Close Proximity to: 

• TechTown 
• New Center 
• Midtown 
• QLine 
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    Location Map 
 
         

 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Detroit Future City. 2019. Milwaukee Junction District Framework Study.  Retrieved from: https://

detroitfuturecity.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/2019-05-Milwaukee-Junction-Framework-Study.pdf 

https://detroitfuturecity.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/2019-05-Milwaukee-Junction-Framework-Study.pdf
https://detroitfuturecity.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/2019-05-Milwaukee-Junction-Framework-Study.pdf
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A.  Zoning Guidelines 
B.  Information from  National Registry of Historic Places 
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