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HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL
RE: Request of Wayne County Community College District (WCCCD) for PCA (Public
Center Adjacent) Special District Review of proposed signs on the Downtown
Campus Buildings at 901 W. Fort Street. (RECOMMEND APPROVAL)
REQUEST

The City Planning Commission (CPC) has received a request from Wayne County Community
College District (WCCCD) for PCA (Public Center Adjacent) Special District Review of proposed
signs to be located at 901 W. Fort Street. This request is being made consistent with the provisions
of Section 50-3-222 of the Detroit Zoning Ordinance.

PROPOSED PROJECT
The petitioner proposes to install seven new signs on the buildings of the Downtown Campus. This
is the first phase of signs to be reviewed; the overall plan calls for a total of 19 signs.

Office Building - Three of the new signs are proposed for the Office Building located at the corner
of West Fort and Third Streets. One sign will be located above the main entrance on the front of
the building and one over the rear entrance. A third sign is proposed near the top of the building
as an identification sign facing Fort Street. Generally, 2.6 square feet of signage is allowed per
lineal foot of building frontage up to a maximum of 500 square feet for the building. Based on the
building’s frontage, 873 square feet would be allowed, therefore the 500 square foot maximum
controls. The proposed signs total 496 square feet, complying with the size allowed.

Main Building - One sign is proposed for the main building. The sign is proposed to be 115 square
feet and located above an entrance. This building is also large enough to warrant the entire 500
square feet of signage. Three additional signs are proposed for this building in a future phase.

Health & Wellness Education and Sports Center - Three signs are proposed for the new Health
& Wellness Education building which is currently under construction. Two of the signs are large
identification signs proposed for the front (Fort Street) and rear (parking lot) facades. The third
sign is proposed above the entrance near the northeast corner of the building, Two additional signs
are proposed in a future phase.



Based on the size of this building, 819 square feet of signage would be allowed if not for the 500
square foot maximum. The three signs in this phase total 750 square feet. For developments that
require City Council approval, the 500 square foot maximum may be waived per Section 4-4-7(a).
In this case, because the building is very large and not all of the signs will be visible from one
vantage point, the additional area is justifiable.

REVIEW & ANALYSIS - PCA District Review Criteria
There are eighteen PCA District Review Criteria listed in Section 50-11-97 of the Zoning
Ordinance. Only one applies specifically to signage:

(11) Signage and graphics should be tastefully designed to be visually appealing and in
character with surrounding development; they should provide needed information,
direction and orientation in a clear and concise manner.

Generally, WCCCD's Downtown Campus does not stand out. Appropriate signage is
necessary to identify the campus and assist the public in locating an important institution.
Although several of the signs are rather large, due to the size of the buildings and the
nature of the use, additional signage is reasonable.

Design

The Planning & Development Department has reviewed the proposed signage and recommends
approval. A formal letter is forthcoming.

CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATION

Consistent with the above, the City Planning Commission recommends approval of the seven
proposed signs. The additional signs will be reviewed in a future application.

Respectfully submitted,

ALTON JAMES, CHAIRPERSON

Marcell R. Todd, Jr., Director
Jamie J. Murphy, Staff

Attachment: Sign Plans for WCCCD

cc: Arthur Jemison, Director, PDD
Katy Trudeau, Deputy Director, PDD
David Bell, Director, BSEED
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