
GRAND RIVER/NORTHWEST DETROIT 
NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING



Detroit
“remembering what it 
is that drew us here”



Downtown
“The Heart of the City”



Neighborhoods
“The Soul of the City”



TONIGHT’S AGENDA 

I. Project Update and Schedule 10 min
II. Presentation & Keypad Polling 60 min
III. Q+A 10 min
IV. Next Steps 10 min 



CITYWIDE PLANNING



STUDY 
AREA

7 Mile

Puritan

Fenkell

I-96

Schoolcraft



NW DETROIT STUDY AREA 

Study area touches 17+ neighborhoods:
Malvern Hill
Bentler-Pickford
Evergreen-Outer Drive
North Rosedale Park
Rosedale Park
Westwood Park 
Grand River – St. Marys
Old Redford
Greater Sandhill

Brightmoor
Minock Park
Grandmont
Grandmont #1
Schoolcraft-I96
Oak Grove
Riverdale
Miller Grove



ZONING / PARKING STRATEGY

LANDSCAPE & GSI 
(Green Stormwater Infrastructure)

RESEARCH & COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 

STREETSCAPE & MOBILITY

DEVELOPMENT: ECONOMIC,                         
HOUSING, PRESERVATION

THIS 
STUDY 
INCLUDES



Document + Next Steps

PROJECT SCHEDULE



THE TEAM
CITY OF DETROIT

Planning and Development Department 
Department of Neighborhoods 

Mayors Office
Housing and Revitalization Department 

Detroit Water and Sewerage Department

DESIGN WORKSHOP
Prime Consultant

Planning, Landscape Architecture, Public Facilitation & Outreach

COMMUNITY PARTNERS, 
STAKEHOLDERS

LORCAN O’HERLIHY
ARCHITECTS

Architecture

MANNIK & SMITH 
GROUP

Civil Engineering

VENTRA GROUP
Economics

NW DETROIT CITIZENS



PURPOSE OF TONIGHT’S MEETING
 Provide feedback on concepts and alternatives 


 Contribute to the development of final strategies 
for NW Detroit



 Learn about next steps for implementation



VISION
NW Detroit will be a 
vibrant area that is 
reflective of its diverse 
community members, 
businesses, landscapes 
and architecture



STRATEGIC 
FRAMEWORK

Integrate Green Stormwater 
Infrastructure

Enhance Open Space + the 
Public Realm

Improve Connectivity + 
Experience of Travel

Create New Housing + 
Economic Opportunities



1. Conduct productive community 
engagement

2. Create a master green infrastructure 
landscape design strategy

3. Develop design concepts for the 
Rouge River Greenway

4. Identify opportunity sites for housing +  
economic investment 

5. Connect NW Detroit to city-wide transit 
and mobility initiatives

6. Preserve historic sites + stabilize 
neighborhoods in NW Detroit

PROJECT 
GOALS



1

COMMUNITY DRIVEN PLAN



PUBLIC MEETINGS… 

 Hosted 3 public events 

 Received feedback from more 

than 300 community 
members

 Captured feedback on 
preliminary concepts

13 FOCUS GROUP MEETINGS

3 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT SESSIONS 

400 COMMUNITY MEMBERS



WHAT WE HEARD…..
1. Improve access to Rouge River from neighborhoods
2. There is interest in changing uses at the Rogell Golf Course
3. Introduce stormwater management systems
4. Reduce vacant land 
5. Improve street amenities
6. Reevaluate road spaces on Grand River
7. Improve pedestrian crossings and walkable neighborhoods
8. Densify and increase the variety of local businesses
9. Reutilize historic buildings



2
INTEGRATE GREEN
STORMATER 
INFRASTRUCTURE



2014 FLOOD
89 BLOCKS IN NW DETROIT 

EXPERIENCED BASEMENT BACKUPS.



ROUGE GREENWAY @ RIDGE ROAD

GALLONS OF WATER
707 MILLION  



OF PARTICIPANTS WANT TO ADD GREEN STORMATER 
INFRASTRUCTURE TO RESIDENTIAL STREETS84%



69%
OF PARTICIPANTS SUPPORT USING 

A RANGE OF GSI STRATEGIES



3%

16%

44%

34%

3%

ARE WE ON THE RIGHT TRACK? 
Does the Team’s concepts for green infrastructure 
strategies match your vision? (select one)

A. Does not match at all
B. Matches somewhat
C. Matches closely
D. Matches my vision exactly
E. Other



40% 
OF PARTICIPANTS WANT THE 

EDGE OF ROGELL TO LOOK LIKE 
NATURAL FOREST



STEP 1: REMOVE FENCE



STEP 2: REMOVE EXTRA PLANT MATERIAL



STEP 3: PLANT TREES



STEP 4: ADD PATH



STEP 6: ADD AMENITIES



6%

8%

47%

27%

12%

ARE WE ON THE RIGHT TRACK? 
Does the Team’s concept for the edge of Rogell 
match your vision? (select one) 

A. Does not match at all
B. Matches somewhat
C. Matches closely
D. Matches my vision exactly
E. Other



3
ENHANCE OPEN SPACE + 
THE PUBLIC REALM



NW DETROIT | 2 PARK ACRES PER 1000 RESIDENTS 
CITY OF DETROIT AVERAGE IS 8



MORE THAN 2,500 PARCELS OF LAND ARE 
CURRENTLY UNDERUTILIZED IN NW DETROIT 



PARTICIPANTS WHO WANT 
TO CREATE A GREENWAY 

ALONG THE ROUGE RIVER

87% 



ROUGE GREENWAY at RIDGE ROAD



NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS



ART TRAIL



OF PARTICIPANTS BELIEVE 
THERE SHOULD BE MORE 

PUBLIC ART

80% 



PARTICIPANTS 
WANT TO SEE THE ART 

TRAIL IMPLEMENTED FIRST

59% 



ART TRAIL AT HOLCOMB



1%

18%

54%

22%

4%

ARE WE ON THE RIGHT TRACK? 
Does the Team’s concept for reusing underutilized 
parcels to create greenways and neighborhood 
connections match your vision? (select one) 

A. Does not match at all
B. Matches somewhat
C. Matches closely
D. Matches my vision exactly
E. Other
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IMPROVE CONNECTIVITY +
THE EXPERIENCE OF TRAVEL



CHALLENGES
PEDESTRIAN AMENITIES
TREES
TRANSIT AMENITIES
STRIPED PARKING
BIKE LANES
SPEEDING
UNSAFE
LOUD



PARTICIPANTS WHO WANT MORE 
AMENITIES ALONG GRAND RIVER

61% 





0%

24%

43%

25%

8%

ARE WE ON THE RIGHT TRACK? 
Does the Team’s concept for amenities along 
Grand River match your vision? (select one) 

A. Does not match at all
B. Matches somewhat
C. Matches closely
D. Matches my vision exactly
E. Other



5
CREATE NEW HOUSING +
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES



MORE THAN 250 
UNOCCUPIED STRUCTURES IN NW DETROIT

HOLCOMB ELEMENTARY



MOST RESPONDENTS WOULD LIKE TO SEE 
BUILDINGS REUSED AS THEIR #1 PRIORITY

HOLCOMB SITE



HOLCOMB SITE



ARGUS SITE



ARGUS CONCEPT 1 ARGUS CONCEPT 2

ARGUS SITE



5%

15%

42%

23%

15%

ARE WE ON THE RIGHT TRACK? 
Does the Team’s concept for rehabilitating vacant 
buildings match your vision? (select one) 

A. Does not match at all
B. Matches somewhat
C. Matches closely
D. Matches my vision exactly
E. Other



6
HISTORIC PRESERVATION + 
ADAPTIVE REUSE



BOWLING ALLEY



ARGUS CONCEPT 1

BOWLING ALLEY 



PARTICIPANTS BELIEVE THAT THE 
MAMMOTH BUILDING SHOULD BE 
PRIORITIZED FOR ADAPTIVE REUSE

MAMMOTH BUILDING



MAMMOTH BUILDING



3%

15%

46%

29%

7%

ARE WE ON THE RIGHT TRACK? 
Does the Team’s concept for historic preservation 
through adaptive reuse match your vision? (select one) 

A. Does not match at all
B. Matches somewhat
C. Matches closely
D. Matches my vision exactly
E. Other
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NEXT STEPS



ZONING / PARKING STRATEGY

LANDSCAPE & GSI 
(Green Stormwater Infrastructure)

RESEARCH & COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 

STREETSCAPE & MOBILITY

DEVELOPMENT: ECONOMIC,                         
HOUSING, PRESERVATION

THIS 
STUDY 
INCLUDES



RESEARCH & COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

Summer – Refine the Vision
• Meet with community associations
• Identify community partners for project 

implementation
• Engage with schools / youth
• Present final framework strategy
Fall – Begin Testing ideas
• Pop-up installations 
• Secure funding for design & construction



• Work DWSD / DPW to identify 
potential pilot neighborhood projects

• Meet with community associations 
and block clubs to talk details.

• Identify locations for medium & large 
scale GSI & meet with neighborhood 
stakeholders 

GREEN STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE



• Work DWSD / DPW / GSD 
• Identify opportunities for pilot or pop-up 

installations to test routes
• Seek funding for design & construction

ROUGE RIVER GREENWAY & 
NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS



• Work with community groups to identify 
locations for pop-up installations

• Collaborate with MDOT to run traffic 
studies & refine recommendations

• Develop scope of work for engineering 
and construction drawings

STREETSCAPE & MOBILITY



• City of Detroit Housing & Revitalization 
Department to release public RFPs late 
summer

• Motor City Match & DEGC Retail study 
to continue working with local business 
owners to identify opportunity sites

• Provide consultation to private building 
owners interested in re-development / 
historic preservation

DEVELOPMENT: ECONOMIC,                     
HOUSING, PRESERVATION



• Work with CPC to refine zoning 
recommendations to facilitate planning 
vision

• Collaborate with residents and 
businesses to review specific parking & 
zoning recommendations

ZONING & PARKING STRATEGY



LET’S TALK



www.detroitmi.gov/northwest

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION
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