Resolution condemning President Trump’s call for mistreatment of suspects in police custody

Whereas, the President of the United States of America takes office by swearing to uphold the U.S.
Constitution and all the nation’s laws for the benefit of all its peoples and the advancement of a more
perfect Democracy, and

Whereas, the U.S. Justice Department in modern history has been an instrument for the country to ensure
that local communities adhere to practices that are Constitutional and result in a more level playing field
in education, housing, employment, criminal justice and other arenas. This is especially true of police
forces in towns, counties and cities where the Justice Department has ensured protections of all those
accused of crime until they are proven guilty in a court of law, and has helped eliminate improper and
systemic police practices through consent decrees and other measures, and

Whereas, the current President, Donald Trump, continues to voice beliefs and take action through polices
that undermine the very tenets of our Constitution and that dishonor our highest elected office. On Friday,
July 28, 2017, President Trump spoke before an audience of New York law enforcement and urged them
to “rough” handle suspects in custody. His remarks, taken along with his actions through the Justice
Department under Attorney General Jeff Sessions, continue to rollback police practices to a rudimentary
era of physical abuse, unlawful confinement, and wholesale discrimination that endangers all of our
human rights, and

Whereas, President Trump used an ethnic slur in his speech, a stark reminder of how ingrained
discrimination has been in law enforcement and how some officials have used police powers systemically
to intimidate people based on their skin color, religion, sexual orientation, or heritage, as Irish immigrants
once experienced. It was especially disturbing that President Trump’s audience included Suffolk County
police officers, whose former chief right now faces prison for beating a man and whose Police Department
remains under federal oversight for years of abusive police practices that violated the Constitution and
discriminated against Latinos and immigrants; and

Whereas, our Board and other oversight bodies have worked diligently to modernize law enforcement
policies and procedures for greater effectiveness in identifying, arresting and securing the conviction of
criminals. We cannot let one person, even the President of the United States, undo the progress
stemming from the work and often sacrifice of countless police officers, community leaders, activists, and
others who together ensure the profession of law enforcement is elevated to the highest excellence;
therefore

Be It Resolved that the Detroit Board of Police Commissioners strongly condemns President Trump’s
support of unlawful and abusive police tactics, and his ongoing efforts through the Justice Department
and other parts of his Administration to dismantle modern professional police standards and proven
criminal justice advancements. His approach to policing is antiquated and embodies a mindset that has
no place among officers sworn to uphold the law, or frankly among any civilized society in the 21°* Century.
Our Board wants President Trump to know that he will not deter our mission to work with stakeholders
at all levels towards the proven best practices that ensure safe neighborhoods and a thriving city.



